CT of crack cocaine ingestion.
The imaging findings of a crack cocaine "body stuffer" are presented along with findings from in vitro experimentation with crack cocaine. It has been shown previously that contrast enhanced radiographic examinations can often outline the vessel in which ingested cocaine is contained; our work demonstrates that the crack cocaine itself may be visualized with CT performed without intravenous or oral contrast material. Due to the cost of CT, however, it is indicated only when clinically warranted to guide treatment. Positive identification of ingested crack cocaine by CT might prove helpful for both medical and legal indications.